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INTRODUCTION 
**•'H~******** 
Chapter I 
Definition of the problem: (a) 
I t is an accepted fact that the American Junior High 
Schools normally provide music activities, both required and 
elective--- the schools not providing a musical program being 
quite rare. ¥mile the offerings may vary from school to 
school, there is nevertheless provision for music activities 
in one form or another. 
(b) 
Granted tha t the foregoin g is true, the manner of 
recognizing music participation by the granting of credit 
varies considerably. This situation naturally involves sever-
al problems regarding the attitude of the students toward 
their vm rk in music. 
(c ) 
Many Junior High Schools, if not the majority, re quire 
musics Among these, some offer fuJ_l credit; others none. 
Some schools use a marking or grading system such as is used 
for other subjects. Others requi re pupils to participate i n 
mus i c classes and activities, grant credit, but make no at-
tempt to test pupi ls or to mea sure their work or progress. 
It can readily be seen that although a multiplicity of pro-
i 
grams is in use, there is no standard or uniform pr a ctice in 
granting credit. 
Importance of the Problem: 
If music classes ar e not treated with the same consid-
eration in the matter of marking and a·warding credit as are 
other classes, t hey are likely to become second-rate in the 
eyes of the pupils who , in s pite of our best efforts, will 
work for mar ks and credit and give their best attention to 
subjects which are required for promotion and graduation. 
Upon observing conditions like these, one is likely to 
raise the que stion, "Is this situat ion typical of all schools"? 
is there a general l a ck of uniformity in the marking and gr ad-
ing system, or is there any trend toward . grading and crediting 
music on the same basi s as other Junior High School subjects? 
As a corollary to the foregoing, t he probability now 
arises that if thses is a method or trend towards stabilizing 
music and placing it on the same level as other subjects, the 
att itudes and accomplishments of the students should be more 
nearly normal in music , a s compared with other subjects. 
Pur pose: 
Therefore, the purpose of this thesi s is to survey the 
methods used in a sampling of Junior High Schools concerning 
the granting of credit for participation in music courses and 
activities. If there is a significant trend, it should be-
ii 
come apparent through this survey; and from the material pre-
sented, we should be able to draw some conclusions and recom-
mendations applicable to a good credit and grading policy for 
Junior High Schools. 
iii 
CHAPTER II 
Apparently the granting of credit for mus ic towards 
!promot i on and gra duat ion at t he Jtmior High School level has 
not provoked much comment or concern in the various books and 
publications devoted to the different phases of Music Education ~ 
One book only, and that a comparatively recent one made the 
following statement regarding mus ic ~edit: 
"Credit is being given i n fuore and more schools 
for both required and elective courses inclu-
ding general music, glee club, band, orchestra 
and courses in music a ppreciation". 1 
The following informat ion wa s received from the M.E. N.C . : 
"The survey which you pl an to make is the only 
means you will have of secur ing a complete 
picture of current practic~s in regard to 
credits for music on the Junior High School 
level. There is nothing that we can refer you 
to that is recent enough to be of value for your 
writing. The thesis you propose to wr ite will 
involve the compl ete background of the Junior 
High School curriculum ••••••• • •••••••••••. 2 
With t wo reliable sources of i nformation proving un-
f ruitful, the next step, in order t o arrive safely and intelli-
gently at s ome sort of conclusion, was to make a survey of the 
!fol lowi ng eighty well-knowD cities and towns of the 25 ,000 -
150,000 population class: 
1 Chap. III (Present Trends in Music) "The Modern Junior High 
School" ••••••• Gruhn and Dougla s 
2 Letter from Wm. R.Sur,Chairman, Research Council, M.E.N .C . 
iv 
I ALA. Mobile LA. Shreveport N.C. Raleigh 
ARIZ. Phoenix Baton Rouge N.D. Fargo 
ARK. Little Rock ME. Bangor · Ohio Elyria 
CAL. Berkeley Portland Youngstown 
sacramento MD. Cumberland OKLA. Tulsa 
COL. Colorado Spr' s . MASS. Cambridge ORE. Salem 
CONN. Bridgeport Lowell PENN. Allento"rn 
Torrington New Bedford Harrisburg 
DEL. Wilmington Newton Lancaster 
FLA. Orlando Northampton Wilkes- BarrE 
St.Petersburg MICH. Battle Creek R.I. Pawt ucket 
GA . Savannah Lansing woonsocket 
IDA. Boise MINN. Duluth s .. c. Columbia 
ILL . Springfield M:ISS. Vicksburg S.D. Sioux Falls 
Peoria MO. Joplin TENN. Knoxville 
Evanston s t.Joseph TEX. Lubbock 
I ND. Elkhart MOl-TT . Butte Wichita F'l~ 
Terre Haute NEB. Lincoln UTAH Salt Lake 
IA. Burlington N.H. Concord City 
Davenport N.J. Camden VT. Burlington 
KAN .. Kansas City Montclair VA. Alexandria 
Topeka Trenton Norfolk 
KY. Covington N.M. Albuquerque WASH. Everett 
Frankfort N.Y. Albany Tacoma 
Mt .. Vernon W.VA. Charleston 
Niagara Falls Huntington 
Utica WIS. Madison 
Oshkosh 
WYO. Cheyenne 
The above mentioned places were not selected for any 
particular reason other than that they were in the 25,000 -
150,000 population class.. The following letter was sent to the 
superintendents of schools in each of the foregoing pl a ces: 
Superintendent of Schools, 
Middletown , U. S.A. 
Dear Sir:-
As a Music Supervisor confronted with 
the problem of credit for music in the 
Junior High School (Grades 7,8,9) I am 
v 
interested in knowing the practice 
in other representative school sys-
tems. 
I wonder if you would be kind 
enough to give me some information 
regarding credit given toward pro-
motion within, and graduation from 
--
the Junior High Schools in y our sys-
tern. In other words, if a student 
fails music in the Junior High, will 
he be promoted to High School? 
Enclosed you will find a self-
addressed stamped envelope. I shall 
very gratefully appreciate any i n-
formation which you or your music 
specialists may care to send me. 
Yours very truly, 
Hawrence K. Hayford 
Of the eighty places contacted, seventy-two replied. 
The eight places not replying were: Peoria, IlJ~ Cambridge,Mass. 
Shreveport,La. , Mt .. Vernon and Niagar a Falls, N.Y., YoungstoVIm , 
ghio, Raliegb,N.C., and Alexandria ,Va . 
The ensuing pages show the information obtained from 
the survey . 
vi 
CHAPTER III 
NEW ENGLAND 
MAINE 
Bangor 
s tudents are given credit for music as a minor subject but wi ll 
be _promoted and graduated even if they fail, providing their 
major sub j ects are of passing grade. 
Portland 
No credit whatever is given for music here although all Junior 
High students ar e required to take it. Students failing would 
not be denied promotion or graduation. 
NEW HAi,[PSHIRE 
Concord 
Credit is given, but failure does not prevent students from 
being promoted or fr om being gr aduatede 
VERI.WNT 
Burlington 
In Grades VII and VIII, music is elective; no credit is given 
and it is not required for promotione However, in Grade I X 
it is elective but carries with it ~ unit t oward promotione 
1 
ltTASSACRUSETT S 
Newton 
This system does not grant credit f or music or any other part 
time course. Twenty credit s are given to each st ud ent if he 
pa sses his four ma jor subjects in going on t o High School. 
Evidence of good or bad work i n music has a great bearing on 
hi s work. 
Lowell 
Music has never been offered as a required s ubject although 
1/5 of a credit is awarded for chorus, band or orche str a. How-
ever, pa s s i ng t h e subject is not required for promotion or 
gradua tion. · 
New Bedford 
Grades VII - VIII: Music is considered a minor subj ect . A. pu-
pil who fa ils one ma jor subject and one or t wo mino r subj ect s 
is pr omoted on trial. A. pupil who fails more than one sub ject 
at the end of the ten-week marking period, repeats the previ ou 
grade. A pupil who fails one ma jor subj ect and more than two 
minor subjects re peats t he grade . 
Grade IX: The point system is used to determine eligibility 
for promotion to the sophomore y ear og high school . A minimum 
of 20 points is requir ed; a maximum of 22~ is allowed. Th e 20 
points are in ma jor subjects; the others are in minor sub jects 
A pupil who f ails music or any other mino r subject is promoted 
to Grade X provided the minimum of 20 points f or major subject 
has been earned. Since music is an elective in the hi gh school 
t h e pupil is not re quired to take it over a gain. 
2 
Northampton 
In Grades VII-VIII, no s pecial credit is given for music al -
though all pupils except for some unusual allowance are member s 
of the music classes. Whether or not a student fails in music 
in the Junior High School has no bearing on his being promoted 
to High School$ 
RHODE I SLAND 
Pawtucket 
vocal music classes meet t wice weekly and pupils r eceive t wo 
credits for the same, so that at the end of three years of sue-
cessful vocal work, they have amassed six credits towards gra d-
uation. No pupil would be prevented from graduating if he 
failed music, provided his other academic work received pass ing 
marks; this also holds true from one grade to the next. On t he 
other hand , if a pupil had some failures in academic work and 
his work in music were satisfactory, the credits re~eived in 
music could be used to make up for those failures providing 
they did not total more than six. I n this way he could graduate 
vvoonsocket 
Failure in music does not prevent promotion to Senior High 
School if the student has enough points . Music is an elective 
in Grade IX and carries a credit value of t wo points. 
CONNECTICUT 
Torrington 
M:l1sic is requir ~d in Grades VII and VIII but no credit is given 
In Grade IX however, it is elective and carries % point per 
year. in excess of the 16 points required for graduation. In 
3 
4 
other words, no credit in mus i c is granted t owards gradua tion a 
Bridgeport 
No credit is given music in Grades VIJ and VIII although it is 
required of all students. It is elective in Grade I X. 
Albany 
CHAPTER IV 
NORTH ATLANTIC 
NEW YORK 
No credit whatever is offered although music is required 
throughout Junior High Schoole 
Utica 
This system operates on the 8-4 pl an and therefore has no Ju-
nior High School as such . Music is required i n Grade s VII and 
VIII as it is in Grades I-VI and under the same conditions. No 
credit is awarded. 
NEW JERSEY 
Montclair 
Credit is given only in Grade I X; it is elective in t his grade 
and the mark received does not affect graduation f rom Junior 
High School, although if a pupil fell so low in academic work 
that he needed t he music credits for graduation, then t he music 
credit would count. 
Camden 
Credit is offered in Grade IX only. Students may be promoted 
at the end of the year if they have failed not more than one 
major and one minor subject. ~ failure in music, a minor sub-
ject may contribute to non-promotion, but would not in itself 
cause retemtion. 
5 
Trenton 
Although credit is given throughout Junior High, it takes more 
than a failure to prevent a student's promotion to Senior High 
School. However, in such cases the student's record contains 
a sta tement to the effect that requirements in music have not 
been fully met. 
PENNSYL Vl\.NIA 
Allento>lvn 
In this system, the subjcets included in the program of studies · 
have definite values. A.t the close of the year, a pupil is not 
promoted to the next higher grade if he fails to achieve a 
passing grade of 75% in more than lg4 units of studies. He may 
fail in 1.4 units of studies or less, and still qualify for pro-
motion. Therefore, since the unit value placed upon music is 
0.2 (regular music appreciation 1 period per week) or a.4 
(elective music- 3 periods per week) a pupil readily qualifies 
for promotion with a failure in music. 
Harrisburg 
No credit is offered in Grades VII and VIII, but % unit is 
Offered for the combined grades i n music a nd art towards promo-
tion to High School. However, if a pupil earns four credits in 
his major subjects and fails music and art, he is graduated to 
Grade X. 
Lancaster 
Credit is given to this extent ••••••• a student is promoted or 
graduated if he fails one major and one minor subject. Again 
musi c is e onsidered a minor subject. If the student fails t wo 
6 
minor subjects, he will not be promoted. 
iNilkes-Barre 
In Grades VII and VIII credit is offered for music but only on 
a laboratory basis. In other words, about 1/8 of a credit is 
given and that is in Grade IX only. Failure in music does not 
hold up promotion however. 
DELAWARE 
·wilmington 
Junior High School music education in Wilmington does grant 
credits although lack of same does not prevent a student from 
graduating to Senior High School. Marks given are an indicatior 
only of the relationships of the student to the class work. 
MARYLAND 
Cumberland 
Music is re quired in all three years of Junior high School, 
and i credit is offered each year. However, since music is not 
a major subject, failure will not cause retentione 
7 
Norfolk 
CHAPTER V 
SOUTH ATLANTIC 
VIRGINIA 
Music is required in all three grades of the Junior High School 
but no credit is given. Consequently there is no que s tion of a 
failure in music preventing a student fr om being graduated to 
high schoolu 
VtTEST VIRGINIA 
Charleston 
Gene r a l music is required i n Grades VII, VIII and IX and 1/5 
unit of rorsdit·_. i s given per semester. In some schools music is 
elective in Grade IX. This credit counts towards graduation as 
a minor subject, but will not keep a student from graduating to 
High School providing he has met a ll the major requirements. 
Huntington 
Credit is given for mus ic in all three grades, but failure does 
not pr event promotion or graduation providing the ma jor subjects 
are of passing grade. 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Charlotte 
No credit is given here although music is required in all three 
grades. Failure in music would not prevent a pupil from being 
promoted. Promotion is based on several factors including 
mental , physical and social development. 
8 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
Columbia 
No credit . is offered below Grade IX. Credit is offered for mu-
sic in Grade IX as a minor subject, failing which would not pre 
-vent promotion providing the major subjects were of passing 
grade. 
KENTUCKY 
Frankfort and Covington 
Music is required in Grades VII and VIII but no credit is of-
fered. In Grade IX, music is elective, meeting five periods a 
week, and the same am ount of credit is offered as for any other 
subject in the curriculum meeting five days a week. In the 
first case, failure would not cause retention, but in the sec-
ond case, graduation to High School ·would be affected by fail-
ing music. 
TENNESSEE 
Knoxville 
No credit is offered in the Junior High whatever although musi 
is re quired. Students are promoted regardless of their music 
status. 
ALABAMA 
Mobile 
There is no .Junior High School in Mobile. Grades VII and VIII 
in the Grade Schools are subject to the same conditions as in 
Grades I - VI . General music is required of all and no credit 
may be ea rned. 
9 
MISSISSIPPI 
Vicksburg 
No credit whatever is given in Junior High altoough it is re-
quired throughout. Failure does not cause retention. 
GEORGIA 
Savannah 
All 7th and 8th grades in this system provide one credit per 
semester for which music is required. D-u.e to the war and 
mounting costs, only one 9th grade in the system has music 
which receives the same credit as for the 7th and 8th grades. 
Passing is not required for promotion . 
FLORIDA 
Orlando 
Credit is granted only at Grade IX level . students are allowed 
two music credits towards graduation, and these can be obtained 
either in band or glee club. 
St., Petersburg 
No credit is granted in Grades VII and VIII, and until recently 
none in Grade IX, but a pl an i s on foot at present to grant ~ 
unit of credit to those who :participate full time in the chorus 
Most recognition is given to students in music in the form of 
letters, certificates in appreciation of their contributions 
to the school. 
LOUISIANA 
Baton Rouge 
All music in all grades of the Junior High Schools is purely 
10 
on an elective basise Credit is granted but the amount is 
not stated. 
11 
Elyria 
CHAPTER VI 
GREAT LAKES 
OHIO 
}Jiusic is not regarded as a promotional subject. A student can 
fail music in Junior High School and can go right along if he 
passes his academic work. Credit is gr anted for music but it 
is graded only by S and U. The pa~tial credits gi ven for mus ic 
are not required for promotion. 
INDIANA 
Elkhart 
The Junior High School is composed of Grades VII, VIII and IX. 
Music is required in Grades VII and VIII. Choir is elective in 
Grade IX. The Indiana State law requires that 10% of a stu-
dent's time be devoted to the Fine Arts. Most of the students 
i n Grades VII and VIII take two 55-minute periods of vocal or 
i nstrumental music pe r week. Some i nstrumental students de-
vote more time than thisQ 
In Grade IX, since the course is elective, the re is very 
lit t l e trouble with failures. In Grades VII and VIII, as i d e 
from the usual vocal music classes, special groups are picked 
for Gl ee Club and Choirs; for the remainder of the stude r,ts 
the teacher adapts the work to the type of class she has. At 
present, no one i s kept back because of failure. Credit is 
given in Grade IX only. 
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Terre Haute 
If a student enters on a general course in Senior High School 
no recognition is made of a failure in music in Junior Hi gh 
School. Only if he enrolls in t he s pecial music course, must 
he make good any failure in music in Grades VII, VIII and IX. 
ILLINOIS 
Evanston 
All pupils in Junior High School are required to take music, 
but appa rently there is no set standard of re quirements for 
promotion or graduation either i n musi c or in other subjects. 
Judgement is based on the native ability of the pupil, his ag e, 
industry, size, degree of maturity and any factors in his en-
vironme nt which might influence the final decision. If a pupil 
does not do very satisfactory work generally in the three rna-
jor subjects as well as in the special subjects, he woul d not 
be promot ed. If he failed in just music, it would not be con-
sidered necessary to make him repeat a year~ Inciden t a lly, 
t here are practically no failures in music in Evanston a s it is 
an extremely musical minded community and the interest is quite 
high. 
Springfield 
There are no Junior High Schools in Springfield which operates 
under the 8-4 plan. Music is handled in Grades VII and VIII 
as in Gra des I - VI . No credit is given and there are no reten-
tions owing to failures. 
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WISCONSIN 
Oshkosh 
Part of this system is under the 8-4 plan and part under the 
6-3-3 plano Students in Grade IX in the 6-3-3 plan receive 
credit for music as do freshmen in the 8-4 plan. Credit granted 
students i n Grades VII and VI I I is of no importance toward pro-
motion or graduation, although it is considerably more i mport-
ant in Grade IX. Students in applied music who study with an 
outside teacher receive i credit a year towards graduation .. 
Madi son 
vocal music is compulsory throu.gh Grade VIII for which no spec-
ial credit is given. It becomes elective at the level of Grade 
IX where ~ credit a year is giveno All instrL~ental mus ic is 
elective and again i credit is earned. In some cases a student 
is allowed credit for two music courses in place of some other 
elective.. Promotion is not held up through fai lure in Grades 
VII and VIII, but in Grade IX graduation to Senior High School 
may be seriously affected by failure in music i f t here are no t 
enough credits in the major subjects to cover the requirements. 
MICHIGAN 
La1Lllsing 
I n the Junior High Schools of this system, music is treated 
exactly as other sub jects are, and meets five times a week for 
full credit. I n ordert to graduate from Junior High School each 
pupi l mus t have received 35 credits. A credit is given for the 
pursuit of one subject for one semester; _ i n other words, six 
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credits are earned each semest er, which for the total of six 
semesters would amount to 36. It would therefore be possible 
fo r a pupil to fail one subject in Junior High School and stil 
graduate. In other words, music is treated exactly as any 
other elective subject. 
Battle Creek 
A student, in order t o enter Hi gh School must present four 
units of ¥rorl-;: earned in Junior Highe Two of these units must 
be in English and Social St udies. The other t wo are elective, 
one of which may be music and used as a regul ar credit for en-
tranceo Naturally failure would very definitely hold up pro-
motion and graduati on. 
MINNESOTA 
Dulut-h 
Music is required in Grades VII and VIII but no credit is 
given~ In Grade IX it is also required but one credit is 
given toward graduation~ In neither case does f ailure hold 
up promotion or graduation. 
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Burlington 
CHAPTER VII 
NORTH CENTRAL 
IOWA 
There is apparent l y no set standard of requirements regarding 
promotion or graduation in the above mentioned ~stem since for 
the past 15 years the entire list of activities was curricular-
ized including physical educa t ion, music, school magazine, 
speech, etc. The principal's judgement is safeguarded by re-
quiring much more credit than the typical college entrance or 
standard graduation conditions require. Actually, this means 
that the pr incipal is in a position to work out with each indi-
vidual child the progress that that child needs. 
Davenport 
Music is required of all students in Grades VII and VIII, but 
within those two grades, music is regarded as part of the reg-
ular instructional prog ram, and students a re not promoted on 
the basis of individual credits in certain sub jects but on the 
basis of general ability on all subjects concerned.thus, a stu-
dent who has very little musical ability and most often very 
little interest i n music, may go along with the regular music 
program and be promoted i nto the next grade without demonstra-
ting any particular competence in music. Music in Grade IX is 
elective , and credit is granted for this for promotion into 
Senior High School. 
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NORTH DAKOTA 
Fargo 
No credit is granted in Grades VII and VIII although music is 
re quired. In Grade IX it is also required but ! credit is 
granted towards graduation. 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
Sioux Falls 
No credit is given for music in Grades VII and VIII but it is 
required throughout the elementary grades up to Grade VIII. 
When a student enter s Grade IX he is allowed one dredit for 
music in an~r form providing he t akes it for t wo years and 
these t wo yea rs may be taken at any grade level from Grade I X 
through XII. 
NEBRASKA 
Lincoln 
All music classes in the J unior High School receive the s am e 
amount of credit as fo r any other subj ect. The credit amount 
is 2! hours per semester, for general music. Chorus, band, 
orchestra and instrumental classes meet dai l y and therefore 
receive the usual five hours credit each semester. No re-
strictions are made a s to the number of s eme sters a student 
may reg ister for musical act i vities . 
KANSAS 
Kansas City 
Credit is given throughout Junior High School towards promo-
tion and graduation in vocal and instrume l,t a l vrork. 
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Toneka 
credit for music is allowed on the same basis as for ot her 
subjects. Nl.:usic classes meet five days a week (voc a l and i n-
strumental classes, and rehearsals) a.nd a re regarded a s f ull 
time, promotional sub jects. 
MISSOURI 
st.Joseph 
The Junior High School consists of Grades VII, VIII and IXe 
I n Grade VII only ha.lf a yea r of music is r equi red. No credit 
is given f or t his but students ar e promoted rega rdless of 
fatlure . In Grades VIII and IX music is elective, and credit 
is pl a ced on t he permanent records of all studentso Only in 
Grade I X however, is gredit granted; this amounts to ~ credit 
towards Senior High School graduation providing t he student 
t akes it every day for the school y ea r. If a student in 
Grade IX should fail music i t wollld be necessa ry to make up 
that ~ credit sometime during the l ast three years of Senior 
High School. 
Joplin 
Pupils i n Grades VII and VIII ar e required to t ake music 
t wice a week for whi ch they receive i credit for the school 
year. In Grade IX music is elective and as a "non-solid" 
subject, also meets t wice a week. This course in music re-
ceives ! credit for the school y ear, but r eally does not 
assist the pupils for promotion as they are required to pass 
i n four solid subjects to be eligible for Grade X. Band or 
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orchestra is given i credit for the year as a music credit 
but both subjects will not count. 
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Little Rock 
CHAPTER VIII 
SOUTH CENTRAL 
ARKANSAS 
Music is required in Grades VII and VIII but no special credit 
is given for this, and students are promoted on t hei r a cademic 
subjects. In Grade IX, ~ credit for graduation is granted for 
music which meets five days a week .. Actual promotion and gra d-
ua tion are based on the regula r academic subjects, particular-
ly within the Junior High School pr opero 
OKLAHOMA 
Tulsa 
Niusic is re quired in Grades VII and VIII on a half time basis, 
u sually alterna ting daily with some other sub ject. The credit 
allo·wed for this is ia unit per semester whether the cla ss is 
genera l music , orchestra, band or glee club . Promotion is· 
not held up because of f a ilure however. In Grade I X music is 
elective, a passing grade required for graduat ion and credit 
al lowed on the same basis a s for Sra des VII and VIII. 
TEY..AS 
Wichita Falls 
Music is treated a s a promotional sub j ect and l credit is 
granted throughout the . Junior High grades and for graduation 
to Senior Hi gh School . 
Lubbock 
Music i s required for every student in Grade VII for one s~mes 
20 
ter only. No credit is given and promotion to Grade VIII 
follows regardless of failure. Music is elective i n Grades 
VIII and IX, and students are permitted to choose between 
choir, general mus ic, orche stra or banda One credit is grant 
ed each year in Grades VIII and IX towards promotion and 
graduation. 
21 
But te 
CHAPTER IX 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
MONTANA 
No credit is granted for music i n Grades VII and VIII as it is 
merely a completion of subject matter required, but in Grade 
I X, 5 credits are allowed for band , 5 for beginning band, and 
5 for vocal activities. These may be spread out over the en-
tire f our years of Senior High School. 
IDAHO 
Boise 
Credit is given for required music in Grades VII, VIII and IX 
lb mvards graduation to Senior High School although only the 
credits rece i ved i n Grade I X will count towards gr aduation 
f r om Senior High School. 
VlYOMING 
Cheyenne 
All students i n Grade VI I are required to t ake music,and t h e 
same standards i n promot ion are required for t his as f or any 
other sub j ect. I n Grade VIII and IX music is elective. Th e 
same rules hold here as for Grade VII. 
COLORADO 
Colorado Springs 
No credit whatever is given in any grade of Junior Hi gh Schoo l l 
yet mus ic is required. I n regard to granting credit for music 
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in Junior High School, the director of this system writes: 
"In f a ct, I am strongl y inclined to believe that 
students have more interest in all subjects in 
which they receive no credit than they do in t he 
subjects for which cre.dit is given." 3 
UTAH 
Salt Lake City 
Music is elective in Grades VII and VIII but no credit is giv-
en toward promotion to Grade IX. Credit is given in all 
branches of music (! credit per year) toward promotion from 
Grade I X. 
NEYv JIJEXICO 
Albuquerque 
No credit is granted in Grades VII and VIII although it is re-
quired and a grade is received. In Grade IX, t credit per 
year is granted for chorus, band and orchestra. Fa ilure does 
not hold up promotion from Grade VIII to IX, but a passine 
mark is required to graduate from Grade IX to Senior High 
School. 
ARIZONA 
Phoenix 
There is no credit schedule of definite pass ing mark for music 
in the Junior High Schools in t hi s system. JLl l grades in a ll 
subjects are mar}~ed E - exce l lent , S - sa t isfactory, and U -
unsatisfa ctory. Promotion within Junior High School and grad-
3 Letter from Gus. E. J ackson, Director of I nstrumental Nrusic, 
Colorado Springs Public Schools. 
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uation fr om is based on what is felt to be the best ass i gnment 
for the student in question. Therefore it is i mpossible t hat 
excellence in music only would promote or graduate a student, 
and by the same token, his standing in music would not necessa-
rily deny him promotion were he t o f a il in music only. 
24 
Everett 
CHAPTER X 
PACIFIC COAST 
WASHINGTON 
Music is required in Grades VII and VIII but no credit is 
granted. Failure does not cause retention. In Grade IX th.ree 
credits are granted, and these credits are acceptable in meet-
ing the requirements of eight of the Grade IX credits l!liec essa-
ry for graduation to Senior High School. Two credits may b~e 
earned in instrumental music and one in vocal music. 
Tacoma 
Music is on a par with other subjects and receives one credit 
per semester. One year of general music is required of all 
students not enrolled in other music classes, all of whi ch are 
elective. Promotion and graduation are naturally affected by 
f a ilure. 
OREGON 
Salem 
Music is an elective in all three grades of Junior High School 
A differentiation is made between music and chorus both of 
-v hich are regarded as ma jor subjects, and each of which sepa-
rate credit. Band a nd orchestra are also elective and each 
receive credite All music subjects in this system receive the 
same amount of credit a s other subjects. 
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CALIFORNIA 
Berkeley 
Mus ic in Grades VII and VIII is required but it is not based 
on a credit system, as 2t is merely part of the required 
courses of subjects. Pror;JOtion is not held up because of 
failureg All music i n Grade IX is elective, and Glee Clubs, 
chorus and appreciation, band and orchestra are included in 
t his schedule. Credit is granted on exactly the same basis 
as for all other academic subjects. Since wusic is t ak en t wo 
days ea ch week and a certa in number of progr am s are given by 
these pupils during other periods, 2~ semester periods are 
allowed each term. One year of any music subject,then equals 
one half year in any full time course. This credit colmts 
toward graduation from both Junior and Senior High schools. 
-sacramento 
All music in all grades of Junior High School is elective and 
credit is granted the same as for any other subject. A student 
e lecting music in Gra de IX may ea rn as much as 10 credits 
countable toward graduation from Junior High School as well 
as from Senior High School. 
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FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 
From the preceding cross section of school practices i n 
allowing credit for music, it can readily be seen that a most 
varied and complicated number of systems is in use. In the 
tabulation we find that i n the maj ority of cases, there is a 
well-defined policy t oward credit, a lthough in a fe w rare 
cases such as are found in Evanston, Ill . , Burlington, Iowa, 
and Phoenix, Ariz., there i s no credit syst em whate~er. In 
these three places, students are promoted on their native 
ability, d.egree of rna turi t y, the principal's judgement regard-
ing i nvidual differences, and other such qualities. This would 
seem to be hi ghly i mpracticable as a universal method as the 
majori ty of communities are most certainly not conditioned to 
this sort of thing . Therefore, let us concern ourselves wi th 
the more universally used me thods. 
It appea rs that the most common practice is that of hav-
i ng music required i n Grades VII and VIII with no credit, and 
with promotion or graduation rega rdl ess of f ailure, and having 
music elective in Grade IX wi th some s light credit, usually, 
toward gr aduation. In a few cases , chiefly in the west, wusic 
is elective throughout Junior Hi gh School. 
In most of the preceding cases music is a mi nor subj ect 
to which there is , at most , little credit value attached. 
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There is either no credit at all, or just a small amount in 
Grade IX. However, i n a few instanc es , rousic is treated as a 
f ull time ma jor subject with full credit a s for any othe r 
subject meeting each day . I n s ome sy stems , failure would mean 
rep ea ting t h e gr ade ; i n others , promotion would f ollow i f one 
sub j e ct were f a iled. 
In a few sy stems, a student who fai1s an a cademic s ub -
ject is permitted to sub stitute credits earn ed t hrough parti-
Cipation in music, provided they are equival ent to t hose re-
qui red in the academic subject. I n this sense mus ic may be 
called a promotion subject. This is, however , rarely th e case. 
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ABST RACT 
The American Junior Hi gh Schools normally provi de r;:JUs ic 
actj.vi ties, both required and el ective. iNhile the offering s 
may vary from school to school , there is provis ion fo r some 
form of music. Although th is i s truB, t he ma tter of recog-
nizing partici pation in the form of gr anting credit , varies 
cons i derabl y. The problems involved herein naturally affect 
the student s ' attitudes tm.1rard their work . 
Some Junior High Schools offer full credit for Em sic; 
others none. Some mark or grade music i n the same fashion 
as other subjects . Others reouire parti c ipat ion i n mus ic 
ac t ivities but do not test or otherwi se measure the pup il s ' 
work or progress. There is t herefore no standard or uniform 
practice in granting credit for music. 
I f music classes are not treated with the sam e marking 
and grading systems as are other classes, they are likely to 
become second-rate in the eyes of the students, who generally 
put their best efforts into subjects required for promotion 
and graduation. This whol e set-up mi ght therefore give ri s e tp 
the question: "Is this s i tuation t ypical of all schools"? 
The probabi lity now ari ses that if there is a trend towards 
stabili zing music and pla cing it on the same level as other 
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subjects , the attitudes and progress in 1.uusic would become 
more nor mal as compared wi th other subJects. 
The p~rpose of the thesis has been to survey the methods 
used in a sampling of Junior Hi gh Schools regarding the grant-
ing of credit for participation in music courses and a ctivities 
If there is a trend it should be ··made apparent through this 
survey, and certain conclusions and recommendations apnlicable 
to a good Junior High School credit policy , should be drmr.,'TI 
therefrom . 
Since very littl e material has been published on the 
subject of granting credit for music in the Junior High School, 
either by text book writ~rs or by the M.E.N.C . , the only course 
open was to make a survey of 80 we ll-known cities and towns of 
the 25, 000 - 150,000 population class. The i nformation asked 
for can be found in the letter on pp.v-vi of the introduction. 
Accordi ngly a vast and varied collection of practices 
was reported. It vms found that in most case s there was a vrell-
defined system of credits for promotion and/or graduation. 
Among- these, the common practice is that of requirint; music in 
Grades VII and VIII with no credit, and promotion fol l owing 
regardless of failure; and of having music elective in Grade IX 
with credit, Dsually, toward graduation . In a few cases, m1..1.s ic 
is elective throughout Junior High School. 
By no mean s the most commonly used, yet one of the best 
35 
methods found was that of treating music as a full time sub .j ect 
and granting t he same amount of credit as for any other subject 
In a few scattered ca ses , no mark was given in music, 
the only basi s for promotion being the students ' native abili-
ty, degree of maturity and t he Pllinci r al ' s judgement . Wh ile 
this metl!.od might work in a s pe cially conditioned school system 
it is definitely not feasib l e for t he average communi ty. 
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